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PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE TOWN OF WAYNE:
AN OVERVIEW FOR MUNICIPAL PLANNING PURPOSES
Deborah B. Wilson
June 1, 1990

Introduction
The Maine State legislature has created a requirement that municipalities
include a provision for identification and protection of cultural resources in
their Comprehensive Plans.

This report reviews the prehistoric record in the

Town of Wayne as it is presently known and, as illustrated on the accompanying
map, predicts areas of high archaeological potential in the Town for
consideration as resource protection zones.

The criteria used in judging

archaeological potential are based upon our current understanding of
prehistoric settlement patterns.

Specifically, a high potential area should

exhibit low slope (be relatively flat), be accessible to a water source
(preferably canoe navigable), and be located on well-drained soils.

In

addition, proximity to certain topographic features such as lake inlets and
outlets, stream/river junctions or rapids increases the archaeological
potential.

The formula for determining archaeological potential is presented

in Figure 1.

Geological Setting
The Town of Wayne is located within both the Androscoggin and Kennebec
drainage basins.

Two separate lake systems traverse the Town, trending in a

north-northeast/south-southwest direction and separated by a bedrockcontrolled divide.

The first system includes Lovejoy Pond, Pickeral Pond,

Pocasset Lake and Androscoggin Lake within the borders of the Town, a system
whose headwaters are found to the north in the Vienna vicinity.

The Dead

River connects this series of lakes with the Androscoggin River, the
confluence being located on the west side of Lake Androscoggin.

The second

system of lakes, situated in the southest corner of Wayne, includes Berry
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Pond, Dexter Pond and Wilson Pond.

This lake series is connected to the

Kennebec River at Gardner via Annabessacook Stream, Annabessacook Lake, Jug
Stream, Cobbosseeconte Lake and Cobbosseeconte Stream.

Thus, it is possible

for aboriginal peoples to have reached Wayne by canoe from both the
Androscoggin and Kennebec Rivers.

A short portage would have connected Wilson

Pond and lake Androscoggin.
The underlying bedrock in Wayne is largely responsible for the
configuration of the topography.

A sedimentary series of Silurian age called

the Sangerville formation, composed principally of limestone but also
occasionally including pelite and dolostone, is the dominant bedrock type in
the area.

The topographic highs that trend north-northeast/south-southwest

through the Town are composed of this material.

An intrusive series of

plutonic rock, including gabbro, diorite and ultrabasic, is found at lower
elevations, particularly around the shore of Lake Androscoggin.

This

material, rolloed into small particles, comprises the black beaches around
portions of Androscoggin Lake.
Soils in Wayne relate largely to the late glacial period.

Many of the

soils are fine sandy loams mixed with various proportions and sizes of rocks.
These soils are till-based, comprised of glacially transported sediments of
various grain sizes.

Numerous outwash deposits, emplaced during deglaciation

and comprised of particles of approximately equal grain size are present in
small patches across the landscape.

Large remnants of a sandy delta deposit

created by retreating marine waters that inundated the Town following
deglaciation are present at the north end of Wayne.

These soils comprise the

area known as the "Desert of Wayne"; they are, in fact, ancient delta sands
that periodically become devegetated, shifting into duned forms with the wind.
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Wayne today is a mosaic of farmland, relatively recent forest and areas
cleared for housing. A mixed forest of coniferous and deciduous species
probably covered the landscape during much of prehistory.

Fish, small and

large mammals including deer, moose and beaver, and waterfowl are currently
present in the area.

We expect that aboriginal hunters exploited all of these

resources.

Cultural Setting
The prehistory of Maine, including Wayne, begins about 11,000 years ago
when Paleoindians (or early Indians) first entered the State.

Glacial ice had

covered the landscape until about 13,000 years ago and, following the
northward retreat of the ice sheet, the land was innundated by sea water until
about 12,000 years ago.

For the next 1,000 years the land was colonized by

plants and animals, allowing human habitation by about 11,000 years ago.
Paleoindians are thought to have been highly mobile, traversing landscape
that had never been viewed by human eyes and hunting migratory game including
caribou and possibly mammoth and mastodon.

The Paleoindian period ended about

9-10,000 years ago, a time when climatic conditions and environmental
adjustment to deglaciation appear to have stabilized.
The Archaic period, spaning the time betqween 9,000 and 3,000 years ago,
is divided by archaeologists into early, middle and late phases based on
changes in tool forms and/or settlement and subsistence patterns.

Aboriginal

peoples of the Archaic period lived by hunting, fishing and gathering wild
plant foods, generally following a stable annual pattern of movement to
procure resources in different locations as they became seasonally available.
It is during the Archaic period that significant use of coastal locations,
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signifying some form of maritime adaptation, begins.
The Ceramic period (ca. 3,000 years ago to 1600 A.D.) follows the
Archaic.

As the name implies, the period is characterized by the introduction

of ceramic vessels into the Indian tool kit.

During this period, Indian

peoples in Maine still lived by hunting, fishing and gathering wild plant
foods, although some, particularly west of the Kennebec, supplemented wild
resources by growing corn, beans and squash as well.
Following the arrival of European settlers in Maine, warfare and disease
decimated native populations.

However, remnant groups continued to live in

various areas of Maine, probably including the Wayne area, until after the
Indian Wars period (mid 18th century).

Archaeological Research in Wavne
A total of twelve prehistoric archaeological sites are known from Wayne,
all of which were discovered and reported by avocational archaeologists
collecting in the area.

One of these, discovered about ten years ago by a

hunterjavocational archaeologist, was excavated by a joint crew from the Maine
State Museum and Maine Historic Preservation Commission in 1986.

This site,

called the Dam Site after the man who discovered it, dates to about 11,000
years ago---to the Paleoindian period.

It is, thus, one of the earliest sites

known from Maine.
The Dam site is located in an area of duned sands at the north end of
Wayne.

The windblown sands have shifted through time, blurring the original

artifact distribution pattern.

However, 69 tools and tool fragments, 568

lithic flakes (stone tool manufacturing debris) and 35 pieces of pigment
(possiblt red ocher) were recovered in four fairly well defined concentrations
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at the site.

Included in the collection are projectile points, endscrapers,

sidescapers and gravers, all made from distinctive lithic materials that were
obtained from distant sources---sources possibly in Pennsylvannia, New York,
Vermont, northern Maine and Nova Scotia.

We believe that the Dam site is a

small campsite occupied by no more than 10-20 individuals.

Its location on

sandy soils is significant, for we have found that most Paleoindian sites in
New England are located in a similar setting.

Artifacts collected from the

Dam site are presently housed at the Maine State Museum.
Of the eleven other sites known from Wayne, two are located on or near
the shores of Pocasset Lake, six along the margins of Androscoggin Lake, and
three on islands in Androscoggin Lake.

None of the sites have recieved

professional attention and the little that is known about them was passed on
from avocational archaeologists that collect in the area.

The information on

site descriptions, locations and collections shared with professionals
suggests that the lakes and streams in Wayne were frequented by aboriginal
peoples throughout most of prehistory.

One site documents use during the

Middle Archaic period, while several others suggest Late Archaic and Ceramic
period use.

Of particular interest, there is a petroglyph or rock carving of

a human face in a boulder near a stream at the north end of Androscoggin Lake .
The presence of several other archaeological sites in Wayne is recorded in the
Illustrated History of Wayne, Maine.
Thus, while no professional archaeological survey has ever taken place in
Wayne, many sites are known from the area.

We suspect that a thorough

professional survey of the area would reveal many additional sites.

The

shoreline around Lake Androscoggin and the numerous smaller lakes in the area
appear to have been occupied throughout most of prehistory.
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The connection of

these systems to the Kennebec and Androscoggin Rivers probably enhanced their
importance to aboriginal peoples.

Current Concerns
Some archaeological sites in Wayne may already be in danger.

Avocational

archaeologists collecting in the area have noted that several known sites,
particularly around Androscoggin Lake, are actively eroding.

The dam on the

Dead River near the Androscoggin and the one between Pocasset and Androscoggin
Lakes may be responsible for periodically increasing the water levels in these
lakes, with higher lake levels contributing to erosion.

Other factors

contributing to erosion are unknown at present and deserve attention.
Development pressure and the digging of sites by non-professionals remain
high on the list of potential threats to sites in Wayne as well.

Responsible

artifact collectors, those who pick up archaeological specimens eroding from
banks, beaches and other find spots and report their finds to the professional
community, are an asset to our collective pursuit of an understanding of
prehistory .

On the other hand, those who dig sites and do not assume

responsibility for sharing information seriously threaten an already
endangered and non-renewable resource.

It is hoped that the State requirement

for archaeological reconnaisance in high potential areas will address concerns
stemming from development pressure.

Note: Map Use
The potential map that accompanies this report was prepared using county
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soils maps and both 15' and 7.5' topographic maps.

Although detailed

attention was given to defining areas of high archaeological potential, the
final assessment of potential should be made, in walkover survey, on an areaby-area basis whenever possible.
The locations of known archaeological sites have been included in the map
as high potential areas, addressing the State site confidentiality policy.
When questions arise regarding actual site locations they should be directed
to the Maine Historic Preservation Commission.
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